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Hillsboro, Oregon, September 25, 2019: In 1994, a small group of visionaries came together to create a 

partnership unlike anything else in health care. These visionaries represented three Catholic health care 

systems with hospital ministries in the Pacific Northwest where the “death with dignity” movement was 

gaining momentum. Not content to merely voice their opposition to hastened death, they instead 

committed to improving end-of-life and serious illness care in their hospitals, clinics, and hospices. They 

called their partnership, Supportive Care of the Dying: A Coalition for Compassionate Care. In 1999, they 

published a landmark study of their multi-system organizational assessment of the state of end-of-life 

care within Catholic health care ministries. While there were bright spots, the study revealed there was 

much work to be done.  

With a growing membership of Catholic health care systems including the Catholic Health Association, 

this work began as the Coalition partnered with like-minded organizations on projects such as: Living 

and Healing During Life-Threatening Illness, the Philadelphia Community Model Project, St. Louis 

University’s Life-Threatening Illness Services and Education Project, the CALL Care Project, and the 

Hospital-Based Spirituality Initiative: Creating Healing Environments. From 2001-2011, the percent of 

Catholic hospitals with palliative care programs went from 36.9% to 74%.  

It was during this time the Coalition’s Board of Directors wisely discerned that it was time to change the 

focus from improving care of the dying and establishing palliative care programs to promoting 

excellence within Catholic sponsored palliative care.  Along with this discernment came the Coalition’s 

new name, Supportive Care Coalition: Advancing Excellence in Palliative Care. By 2015, Coalition 

member systems Bon Secours Health and Providence Health and Services received Joint Commission 

Advanced Certification for Palliative Care. In 2016, member systems Bon Secours and OSF received the 

AHA Circle of Life Award and were followed by Providence St. Joseph Health in 2017. Clearly, the mission 

to promote excellence was well underway – yet, with much work to be done.  

According to data from the Center to Advance Palliative Care, there are 90 million Americans currently 

living with serious illness and this number is expected to double in the next 25 years. Of those 90 million, 

it is estimated that 6 million could benefit from palliative care. Barriers such as workforce shortages, 

inadequate education, and misunderstandings about palliative care by both providers and patients 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15859814
https://www.chausa.org/
https://www.capc.org/


mean that many people who would benefit from the support of a palliative care team receive that 

support too late or not at all.  

What three visionary organizations started together has become the collective, unified voice for 

excellence in palliative care in Catholic health care. Together we leverage our shared Catholic voice so 

that every person living with or affected by serious illness will receive timely, affordable, high-quality, 

and compassionate interdisciplinary palliative care no matter their age and no matter the stage of their 

illness.  

As we celebrate the Coalition’s 25th year, we look back with appreciation for our rich history and look 

forward to a future where excellent palliative care is provided early, consistently, affordably, and 

everywhere it is needed.  

For information on Supportive Care Coalition membership visit www.supportivecarecoalition.org, or call 
503-216-5375.  
 
About the Supportive Care Coalition  
The Supportive Care Coalition is a membership organization comprising more than a dozen Catholic-

based health systems that operate roughly 1,100 hospitals and 1,800 skilled nursing and senior care 

facilities across 37 states. The Coalition is committed to advancing palliative care in Catholic health 

systems until palliative care is integrated, affordable, holistic, and accessible for all people living with or 

affected by serious illness. 
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